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Joshua: Entering the Promised Land:
• The bridge that links the Pentateuch with the rest of the Old Testament is the
Book of Joshua, named after Moses’ hand-picked successor.
The Ark of the Covenant
• The Ark of the Covenant of the Lord is crucial to the religious character of
Joshua’s mission. Throughout the books of Joshua, Judges, Kings and Chronicles,
the Ark is a defining symbol of God’s election of Israel as His chosen people.
Judging by their weakness
• The Book of Judges focuses on the Israelites’ repeated fall into the snare of
idolatry, worshipping the gods of the Canaanites.
The story is not completely Ruth-less ..
• God continues His saving plan through the figure of Ruth. She is a good example
of how God works quietly, in the hidden lives of ordinary people.
• The rest of the Bible is occupied with the establishment of the eternal kingdom of
David, which is prepared by Samuel, the last of the judges of Israel.
Samuel’s Story
• Samuel is born in answer to a barren woman’s prayers and consecrated to God
(see 1 Samuel 1). Samuel’s mother, Hannah, prepares the way for Mary.
• Hannah’s hymn of thanksgiving (1 Sam 2:1-10) foreshadows the Magnificat.
David: Israel’s Shepherd-King (1000-961 BC)
• The Lord dispatches Samuel to anoint a successor, “a man after [the Lord’s] own
heart” (see 1 Samuel 13:14) - this is David, son of Jesse, grandson of Ruth’s son
Obed, an anonymous shepherd boy living in Bethlehem.
David and Jerusalem
• David calls Jerusalem Zion and the City of David. Once he has captured it, he
retrieves the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord. David leads all Israel in a religious
celebration of the Ark’s return (see 2 Samuel 6:13-19; 1 Chronicles 15:25-29).
• First Book of Chronicles: David is a holy priest and a righteous and brave king.
God’s Covenant with David
• God makes His final covenant of the Old Testament with David.
• The covenant oath can be found at 2 Samuel 7:8-16 and at 1 Chronicles 17:7-14.
The Sin of David: Bathsheba (2 Sam 11)
• The Lord’s Judgment on David (2 Sam 12:7-14). Cf. Psalm 50 (51)
King Solomon (961 BC)
• Under David’s son Solomon, the Davidic kingdom rules through liturgy and
prayer, wisdom and law. Solomon built the Temple on Mount Moriah (see 2
Chronicles 3:1). The Temple was to be a house of prayer for all peoples.

•

In the liturgy of Zion, the people bring “a sacrifice of thanksgiving,” known in
Hebrew as todah, translated as eucharistia in Greek (see 1 Chronicles 16:4, 7-37).

The Psalms and Wisdom Literature
• The psalms (song book) teach God’s royal sons and daughters how to pray.
• The wisdom books function as a sort of fatherly instruction - God the Father,
through His divine son the king, is teaching His worldwide family how live.
The North-South Divide (922 BC)
• The Kingdom disintegrates during Solomon’s reign: his weakness for women;
overtaxing of the Israelite tribes to finance building projects (1 Kings 9; 12:3).
• Solomon’s son Rehoboam does not lessen the tax burden; the tribes rebel.
• Ten of them, led by Jeroboam, split off and establish a Northern Kingdom (Israel);
Rehoboam reigns over the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin in the South.
• The Northern Kingdom is destroyed in 722 B.C., overrun by the Assyrians.
• Under the reign of king Josiah, “the book of the covenant” is found in the Temple,
in 622BC (see 2 Kings 22:8). Josiah is zealous for reform.
• In 597, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon overruns Jerusalem (2 Kings 24:3-4).
Writing in Exile
• The prophecy of Daniel is set during the Babylonian captivity.
• Daniel, together with Tobit, Judith, and Esther, are meditations on how Israel’s
faith and religious identity are to be preserved outside the Promised Land.
After the Exile: Restoration and Rebuilding
• Jeremiah prophesies that the exile in Babylon would last 70 years (Jeremiah
25:12; 29:10). In 538 BC, Babylon is defeated by the Persians.
• The Persian king Cyrus lets God’s people return to Jerusalem and helps to fund
the rebuilding of the Temple (see Ezra 1:2-4; 6:3-5; Isaiah 44:24, 28; 45:1-3, 13).
• The story of the return of Judah and the restoration of Jerusalem is told in the
books of Ezra and Nehemiah.
After the Exile: Foreign Occupation
• The Holy Land comes under the control of a series of increasingly hostile foreign
kings. The history of this period is told in the two books of Maccabees.
Hasmonean Dynasty
• Judas Maccabeus, the Israelite warrior, leads a series of revolts and battles.
• As the New Testament period begins, the people are waiting for God to raise up a
Son of David and restore the Davidic Kingdom (see John 1:12; 7:42).
The Consolation of Israel
• Isaiah prophesies the coming of a son of David, who will gather together God’s
scattered people into a new kingdom (see Isaiah 2:2-3; Amos 9:11).
• Micah says a child will be born in Bethlehem, a ruler and shepherd who will lead
all the return of all “the children of Israel.” (Micah 5:1-4).

•
•

•

Daniel sees a vision of the Davidic son ruling from on high (see Daniel 7:14).
Isaiah says that this son of David will be called “Wonder-Counsellor, God-Hero,
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace” and will reign “from David’s throne…both now
and forever” (see Isaiah 9:1-7; 7:14; 11:1-5, 10; Jeremiah 23:5-6).
On the threshold of the New Testament, the devout and the righteous look to
these prophecies, awaiting the consolation of Israel - the coming of the new son
of David, and the resurrection of his fallen Kingdom (see Luke 1:69; 2:25, 38;
Mark 11:10; Isaiah 40:1; 52:9; 61:2-3).
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Abraham
Israel (Jacob) and his sons migrate to Egypt
Exodus from Egypt
Period of the Judges begins
David becomes king
Solomon becomes king
Two Kingdoms: Israel in the North; Judah in the South
Assyrians destroy Northern Kingdom
Babylonians destroy Jerusalem: Israel into exile
Cyrus of Persia allows Jews to go back home
Second Temple built
Torah put into its present written form
Alexander the Great conquers Palestine, Greek period begins
Maccabean revolt
Hasmonean dynasty begins
Romans conquer Palestine
Jesus Christ born
New Covenant instituted with the death and Resurrection of Christ

Closing Prayer:
From the Easter Vigil, after the 7th Reading (Ezekiel 36:16-17; 18-28)
O God of unchanging power and eternal light,
look with favour on the wondrous mystery of the whole Church
and serenely accomplish the work of human salvation,
which you planned from all eternity;
may the whole world know and see
that what was cast down is raised up,
what had become old is made new,
and all things are restored to integrity through Christ,
just as by him they came into being.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

