
 

 

 

Seventh Sunday of the Year: Loving Our Enemies, Whoever They May Be 
 
In many years, we wouldn’t have a Seventh Sunday of 

Ordinary Time, because of how Lent usually falls, but 

we do this year, and it is providential, because the 

teachings of the Readings for this Lord’s Day are 

particularly relevant.  The Readings are united by the 

theme of love for enemies, which is one of the most 

difficult forms of love to practice.  The First Reading 

and the Gospel show that, in both the Old Covenant 

and the New Covenant eras, God is on the side of those 

who pay back hatred with love. 

In our Gospel, Jesus’ teaching goes beyond that of 

most great moral teachers of mankind, for very few, if 

any, ever reached the point of extending love towards 

even one’s enemies.  Most of Jesus’ teaching here 

requires no exposition, because his meaning is clear.  

He does not rule out self-defence—notice he does not 

say, “If someone thrusts a spear at you, open your 

chest and receive it.”  The offenses Our Lord describes 

are non-lethal.  But that is not to eviscerate the 

challenge that Our Lord’s teachings pose. The lifestyle 

Jesus describes is one of poverty, in which one is not 

attached to wealth and status.  The one Jesus describes 

is so confident in the Father’s provision for him that he 

is not afraid to part with money, clothing, and 

possessions, knowing that his heavenly Father can 

easily replace them. Although we may boast about 

being disciples of Christ or having correct doctrine or 

supporting the orthodox teaching of the Church, 

nonetheless it is only too easy to fall into associating 

only with other “good Catholics” and trying to avoid 

dealing with other types who may not agree with us or 

appreciate our values.  Maybe this week we can search 

our hearts in prayer for those toward whom we harbour 

the most resentment, and then resolve to make some 

act of kindness toward that person, or at least offer 

some sacrifices and prayer for their well-being and 

salvation. (Prof. John Bergsma) 

 

Date Details Service Time 

Sunday 24 February SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

Second Collection: Building Fund 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Mass 

9.00 am 

9.30 am 

 

Tuesday 26 February Tuesday of Week 7 in Ordinary Time 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Evening Prayer 

Mass 

6.30 pm 

7.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Wednesday 27 February 

 

Wednesday of Week 7 in Ordinary Time 

 

 

NO MASS --- 

Thursday 28 February Thursday of Week 7 in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Mass 

   7.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Friday 1 March Friday of Week 7 in Ordinary Time 

 

 

NO MASS --- 

Saturday 2 March Saturday of Week 7 in Ordinary Time 

 

NO MASS 

 

 

--- 

Sunday 3 March EIGHTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

Second Collection: Building Fund 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Mass 

9.00 am 

9.30 am 
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~ PARISH NEWSLETTER ~ 

24 FEBRUARY 2019:  

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR  (C) 

 

Mass Readings 
1st Reading: 1 Samuel 26: 2, 7-9, 11-13, 22-23 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 102 (103): 1-4, 8, 10, 12-13 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 15: 45-49 

Gospel: Luke 6: 27-38 

 



PARISH NEWS  

Johnnie Gallagher, RIP – Of your charity, 

please pray for the repose of Johnnie 

Gallagher, one of our stalwart parishioners, 

and for Linda and the family at this difficult 

time. Johnnie passed away on Wednesday, 

fortified by the Rites of Holy Mother Church. 

He was laid to rest yesterday. May he rest in 

peace and rise in glory. 

Parish House Phone: please note that there 

is now a phone installed in the new Parish 

House. The number is: 794993; it will be 

included on the front of every Newsletter 

from now onwards. 

Sacramental Preparation for First Holy 

Communion in 2019 – classes will take 

place on Thursdays at 5.30pm, lasting for 

30 minutes. The dates for this term are as 

follows:  

 February 28th 

 March 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th 

 April 4th 

First Holy Communions will take place on 

Sunday 23 June 9.30am. If you have any 

questions please get in touch with Helen. 

“The Seven Last Words of Jesus on the 

Cross”: Lenten Reflections at St. Columba’s 

– The Seven Last ‘Words’ of Jesus Christ from 

the cross are actually 7 short phrases that 

Jesus uttered on Calvary. We shall be 

examining each one of these seven phrases, 

or ‘words’, throughout Lent, on the following 

Wednesday evenings, at 7.00pm: 

20 March – Introduction; First ‘Word’ 
27 March – Second and Third ‘Words’ 
3 April – Fourth and Fifth ‘Words’ 
10 April – Sixth and Seventh ‘Words’ 
Lenten Station Masses – the Station Masses 

for Lent 2019 are as follows: 

8 March .............. St. Mary’s, Inverness  

15 March ............ St. Vincent’s, Tain 

22 March ............ St. Ninian’s, Inverness  

29 March ............ St. Joachim’s, Wick 

5 April ................ St. Mary’s, Beauly  

12 April .............. St. Columba’s, Culloden  

Diocese of Aberdeen Pilgrimage, 12-17 

July 2019 – to the Italian cities of Padua 

and Ravenna, led by Bishop Hugh Gilbert 

OSB, with Fr. Domenico Zanre and Deacon 

John Wire. This pilgrimage flies from 

Aberdeen, and includes two nights’ half-

board accommodation in Ravenna, at the 

Grand Hotel Mattei, and three nights in the 

Casa del Pellegrino in Padua. Approx. £950 

per person, dependent on flights and 

numbers. Single room supplement: £120. To 

reserve a place, please contact the Diocesan 

Office on: 01224 319154, or e-mail: 

joyce@rcd-abdn.org 

Monday 11 March: Jubilarians’ Mass at       

St. Mary’s Cathedral, Aberdeen, at 12 noon. 

Bishop Hugh Gilbert OSB invites all clergy, 

religious, parishioners, and friends to come 

together for a Mass for our Jubilarians: 

Rt Rev Peter Moran (Bishop Emeritus) 60 

years 

Very Rev Peter Canon Barry 50 years  

Rev Derick McCulloch 25 years  

Deacon John Woodside 25 years  

BABY AND TODDLERS’ GROUP: the group 

resumes tomorrow, 25 February, from 

9.30am to 11.30am. Why not come along and 

join in the fun?!  

Cleaning Team – Monday 25 February at 

1.30pm: Marie and Isobel. Would you like to 

help us in 2019? Helping just one hour a 

month would lighten the load of others who 

keep the church nice and clean. See Don for 

details.  

90 CLUB: DRAW TODAY AFTER MASS!! 

Good luck to all who have a number. There 

are still a few numbers available if you would 

like to try your luck. Ask Don for details. 

NEXT PRIZE BINGO: FRIDAY, 29TH MARCH – ‘eyes down’ at 7.00pm. ALL WELCOME. 

Non-perishable items are always needed, to 

give as prizes; thank you for all the wonderful 

items that come in: these make our 

fundraiser so successful.   

FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

Sick: + Anna Black + Morag MacIntyre +             

Angus Johnson + Johnny Gallagher + Ellen 

Williams + Vinnie Walton + Michael Good + 

R.I.P: + Johnnie Gallagher + 

Anniversaries: + John Armstrong + Margaret 

& William Donnelly + Donald John MacMillan 

+ Mary MacKinnon + 


